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From the Desk of the Principal
Hello everyone,
We have had a very busy last few weeks. Firstly I would like to thank our staff for all of the amazing work they have done
throughout the year. This hard work made it relatively easy to prepare for our Education Review Office (ERO) review.
Special thanks to Sue Stephenson and Sue Waldron for the work they did preparing for this review. Also a huge thank you
to our students and parents who were very welcoming to our guests and made them understand the sense of community
we have here at Sara Cohen. Finally a big thank you to the Board of Trustees and their vision and governance which gave
ERO a clear understanding of the direction in which our school is travelling.
The initial findings of the ERO team were overwhelmingly positive and very complementary of the programmes and work
that we have here at Sara Cohen. The ERO team acknowledged the enormity of the task creating an appropriate
curriculum, improvements in documentation and the building upgrades that had happened since their last review. They
were ‘blown away’ by the sheer number of parents who turned out to meet them (20+) on the Tuesday and the great
assembly/mihi whakatau that our students put on for them. Their full report should be available in the next month or so.
A super big thank you and well done to the performers at this year’s Polyfest. This was our second appearance and the
biggest number of performers yet (30ish). It was so amazing to see all of our students performing and enjoying themselves
on the big stage. Special acknowledgement of Russel, Polly and Levi for the leadership they took in our items. Also, a huge
thank you to all of the staff who made this possible, especially Dennis and Jocelyn.
This Wednesday we have the school disco. Bring your own takeaway dinner in the hall at 5:30pm and DJ disco afterwards.
Will be a great time so please come along and have a boogie with your children.
I have had a number of meetings with the architects who have been entrusted to deliver us our new build. Sharon and I
were up in Christchurch on Friday looking at some of the new schools up there with the architects. We are nearing an
initial master plan for the school and this should be available in the next couple of weeks. The MOE and the architectural
firm are working very hard to understand our needs and wants for the new build as we only get one shot at it.
Pikopiko upgrade is nearly complete and the deck and playground have just been finished. We are just awaiting the
completion of fencing and then our students will be able to utilise this space.
We are nearing the end of this term and the last day of term is this Friday. I hope that you all have an amazing holiday
break and come back refreshed for term 4!

Nga mihi nui

Term 3 July 22 – Sep 27
Sep 25 – School Disco 5.30pm – 7:00pm

Matthew Tofia

Sep 27 - BOT 12:30pm & Last day of Term 3

Term 4 Oct 14 – Dec 13
Oct 14 - BOT 12:30pm
Nov 27 – School production

Polyfest 2019

News from Totara
Totara have been making predictions and observing reactions for our science
experiments.

The Bubbly Inflator

Fizzy sherbet!

Oobleck - is it a solid or liquid?

We have also been enjoying science in the kitchen!

Kurtis spooning out meringue.

Bread in a bag.

Once a week we have been working on our fitness at the gym.

Therapist corner



Summer is a good time to work on toileting, if your young person can tell when they are wet or dry this
could be a good time to start working on getting out of those products. The biggest tip around toileting is to
be very consistent and ecstatically rewarding of the small successes. Please get in contact if you would like
specific advice for your young person jessica.barker@saracohen.school.nz.



Interesting fact: A typically developing child has been exposed to 4380 hours of oral language by aged 2
years. For a child using assisted communication (TouchChat, LAMP, Coreboard, visuals), with 30minutes of
therapy twice a week they would reach the same level of exposure in 84years. This really shows why
modeling assisted communication is so important.



No-one gets it right all the time. Many children have a strong sense of justice and fair play. How do you
handle situations when you’ve got it wrong? Modelling failure and learning from your mistakes is a great
way to support your child’s future learning.

STUDENT ABSENCES - Important please phone the office by 9.00am.
Leave your student’s name and a reason for the absence.
This applies to satellites as well
455 0347 – 1 for Absence line

455 0347 – 2 for Emma

Text 027 3538 244

Our annual disco and BYO
dinner evening will take
place in the last week of
this term on:
Wednesday 25th September
Dinner from 5:30
Disco from 6:00- 7:00
Finish 7:30

SARA COHEN SCHOOL
RAINBOW
DISCO

And BYO dinner

Due to the recent outbreaks of Measels, the Southern District Health Board has recommended that the School
update immunisation records for all students at Sara Cohen School. We have identified a large number of
students for whom we do not have immunisation records. We will be making contact with these families this
weeek to request a copy of your childs immunisation records. If you do not have this, a copy can be obtained
from your GP.
Click here for Ministry of Health Advise

NOTIFICATION OF ILLNESS OR DISEASE
We must now notify the Public Health
Nurse if a student at school catches any of
the illnesses for which vaccinations are
available.
This is to enable the Public Health system
to check the vaccination status of other
students so that parents can be notified of
a possible risk of infection.
Please let school know if your child’s
absence is because of one of these
illnesses:

