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Kia ora Koutou,
We have had a great start to the new term. Our programme is nearly fully running to
the pre-Covid level and we just await the Riding for the Disabled to be available to
take our students. Swimming has begun again and the students are loving being
back in the pool (so do the staff). We’re just waiting for some better weather to get
out and into the community more.
We welcome Holly Robinson to our staff. Holly had big plans to have been at the
Tokyo Olympics, throwing the javelin, this year but unfortunately the Olympics has
been postponed until next year. The Olympics loss has been our gain and we look
forward to Holly working with our students as a teacher’s aide.
This week I received the news that there will be a change in the location of the new
Base build. Instead of the new school being built on the current site (Rutherford
Street) we will be built on Ministry of Education land on Riselaw Road. Some of you
may remember this site by some of its former names; Carisbrook Heights, Carlton
Hill School and Riselaw Road School. This is great news and something that the
Sara Cohen Board of Trustees had advocated for. By having the new build
completed at Riselaw, we will move out of the old building and into the new building,
instead of having the new build being built around us for 2 years. It will be business
as usual on our current site until we move into the new school. This change will not
alter the predicted timeframes as although there is some additional site
investigations and design work required for the move to Riselaw, the construction
stage should be more straightforward. We are aiming to occupy the new buildings
during 2023. A big thank you to our MOE delivery manager Rick Jordan and our
architect Nikki Thebault (Stephenson and Turner) for all of their work and inspiration
in getting the project to this stage. At some time, next year, they will come and
address our community about the new build.
Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our school formal. This was proposed for the
11th of November but various issues that have risen have made it difficult to proceed
with this.
Thank you very much to Richard and Colin from X Factor Asphalt contractors for
very generously donating their time and resources to fix the hole in the front of base
school. This was a real hazard and is now made safe for our students and staff.
I have been contacted by a provider for individualised funding and carer support
about the flexible use of carer support hours. Apparently the use and application of

these hours can be used to purchase items. If you wish for more information on this,
then please contact the MoH help desk on 0800855066.
I hope that you have a wonderful weekend and enjoy the great weather.
Haere rā-goodbye – Matt

A huge thank you to Centre City New
World for the Little Garden, soil and
seeds.
The garden will be set up at Pikopiko

TERM DATES 2020 & 2021
Term 4: Monday 12th October – Tuesday 8th December 2020
Teacher Only Day - Monday 1st February
Teacher Only Day - Tuesday 2nd February
Term 1: Wednesday 3rd February – Friday 16th April
Term 2: Monday 3rd May – Friday 9th July
Term 3: Monday 26th July – Friday 1st October
Term 4: Monday 18th October – Tuesday 14th December
Stat days:
th
 8 February – Waitangi Day
 22nd March – Otago Anniversary
 2nd April – Good Friday
 6th April – Easter Tuesday
 7th June – Queen’s Birthday
 25th October – Labour Day

www.nextchapterparenting.co.nz is offering a free parenting course to parents who might be having
a struggle in managing their children, or just need some tips and advice. This course does work and
has the potential to be very helpful. All it requires is for parents to look, read, watch and hopefully
gain out of the process. The course is offered on the website and is set out in video, and in written
format.
Based on filial therapy principles, it is child centred and most definitely works for those that put in
the time. Have a look! and happy parenting:)

KORU CARE TRIP

Sunday 28th February – Friday 5th March 2021
Application close 30th November 2020.
Please note. Because of COVID-19, the 2021 trip will be to Auckland. We will only travel if the whole
of New Zealand is at COVID-19 response Level 1. If your child is selected to attend the trip in
February/March 2021, and we have to postpone, your child remains on the list to travel when we
are able to reschedule the trip.

Application forms are available from the school office.

Kowhai has been on visits to Toitu, Caversham Reserve. Photos of the
sensory room and Wednesday Sports group

